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Mission and strategy 
of niMd

The Netherlands Institute for Multiparty Democracy (NIMD) is 
an organization founded by Dutch political parties. It supports 
the development of democratic systems in new democracies. 
The organization works with 150 political parties from 24 coun-
tries in Africa, Latin America, Asia and Eastern Europe. 

NIMD believes that multiparty democracy creates best con-
ditions for the sustainable development of new democracies. 
Under such conditions:

According to NIMD’s “Theory of Change”, the following preconditions are nec-
essary for the establishment and development of multi-party democracies:

PeoPle’s voiCes are heard

a deMoCratiC 
PolitiCal 
Culture

deMoCratiC PolitiCal 
aCtors – in other 
words Parties and 
MoveMents

a free and 
fair PolitiCal 
systeM

PolitiCs brings benefits

the state Carries out its resPonsibilities

introduction 
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Another strategic direction pursued by NIMD is encouraging democratic political culture 
through political education programs. 

goal:  
Improving strategic planning in political 
parties, strengthening their organiza-
tional capacity, institutionalization and 
internal democracy.

goal:  
Strengthening democracy in Azerbaijan 
and Armenia through political consoli-
dation and regional cooperation in the 
South Caucasus.

goal:  
Strengthening need for democracy in 
public and creating a basis for political 
pluralism. Supporting the development 
of effective, transparent and sustainable 
democracy by encouraging legislative 
reforms and initiatives. 

goal:  
NIMD’s strategic goal in Ukraine is to 
support political dialogue and those 
legislative and institutional reforms that 
strengthen democracy in the country. 
NIMD plans to open democracy schools 
in Lviv and Odessa in 2017. The focus of 
the curricula in these schools will be de-
velopment of the anti-corruption capaci-
ty of Ukraine’s civil and political circles.

NIMD has four main programs in the Eastern European Neighborhood:

suPPorting the institutional 
develoPMent of PolitiCal Parties

regional PrograM of the south 
CauCasus

suPPorting deMoCraCy eduCation 
and deMoCratiC reforMs

Mission 
in ukraine

Mission and strategy 
of niMd

On the one hand, NIMD strives to support the development of internal democracy within 
political parties and, on the other hand, it promotes interparty dialogue. The organization 
directly assists political actors in becoming better organized and in effectively improving 
their political programs. In addition, NIMD pays particular attention to groups that wish to 
strengthen their participation in politics but, for various reasons, are currently left out of 
political processes.

introduction 
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Dear reader,

2016 was an important year 
for our region and corre-
spondingly for our organi-
zation. For Georgia, it was a 
year of extremely polarized 
parliamentary elections. 
Ukraine had to tackle Russia’s 
aggression on the one hand, 
and on the other hand, it had 
to continue implementing im-
portant yet unpopular reforms 
necessary for strengthening 
its statehood. Military clashes 
between Armenia and Azer-
baijan significantly complicat-
ed their already shaky relations 
rife with distrust. Protecting 
democratic values and work-
ing to strengthen these values 
against the background of in-
creasing anti-democratic pro-
paganda became even more 
relevant. Democracy is indeed 
a heavy and difficult process: 

freedom is in constant need of 
protection, because otherwise 
we may quickly lose it. 

We worked on tackling these 
challenges last year. For the par-
liamentary elections in Georgia, 
we launched an updated ver-
sion of www.partiebi.ge where 
voters could view and compare 
the main political parties’ pro-
grams. Since 2012, this website 
has been playing a unique role 
in informing voters. NIMD’s 
Democracy Schools continued 
working on strengthening 
democratic culture and tradi-
tions in Georgia. at the end 
of the year, we organized a 
traditional boot Camp for de-
mocracy schools. this year, 
the topic of discussion was 
“identity”, because we wanted 
to help graduates to under-
stand what modern Georgia is 
and what it means to be one 

of its citizens. In addition, the 
Boot Camp aimed to counter 
the idea that democratization, 
Georgia’s closeness to the Euro-
pean Union, the protection of 
human rights and respecting 
the rights of minorities contra-
dict or threaten the country’s 
traditions and identity.  

The modern world is devel-
oping at an unimaginable 
speed and it gives us a chance 
to quickly learn and make up 
for lost time. Our Democracy 
Hackathon in Kutaisi served 
this very purpose; we used 
the event to teach partici-
pants the basics of coding. I 
could never have imagined 
that it was possible to create 
an interesting and functional 
mobile app in a week! 

at the same time, niMd’s Po-
litical Party assistance Pro-
gram continued implement-
ing individual assistance 
projects for political parties 
in order to improve their 
management and political 
skills, introduce new technol-
ogies in party management, 
further strengthen internal 
party democracy and enable 
them to attract more interest-
ing individuals to politics from 
all over Georgia.  In 2016, we 
worked on strengthening the 
involvement of national mi-
norities in politics and raising 
political parties’ awareness of 
this issue.

Levan Tsutskiridze

forward   
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We deepened contacts 
between young politicians 
representing political parties 
from Azerbaijan, Armenia, 
Georgia and Ukraine against 
the backdrop of tensions in 
South Caucasus. The Forum of 
Young Politicians of the South 
Caucasus and Ukraine, hosted 
by Parliament of Georgia, 
attracted around 100 guests. 

In 2016, we also took action 
against the anti-democratic 
fake news that has become 
so strong in the world and in 
Georgia. A series of trainings 
organized for young politi-
cians targeted these myths 
and anti-democratic, anti-Eu-
ropean propaganda. 

last year was important in 
terms of our activities in 
ukraine. In 2016, a new office 
was officially opened in Kiev. 
Our first steps aimed to sup-
port current political reforms 
in Ukraine. Last year we carried 
out three studies, covering 
the issues of political finance, 
women’s participation in poli-
tics and political education. In 
addition, we studied the coun-
try’s democracy support needs 
in detail. Along with Ukrainian 
politicians, representatives of 
Georgian political parties were 
invited to take part in Social 
Media Strategy training held in 
Kiev. Sharing experiences and 
cooperation between these 
two countries is extremely 

important. It is also necessary 
if we are to learn more about 
regional idiosyncrasies and 
similarities, which would help 
us better plan our activities in 
these countries.  

we start 2017 with new 
plans and priorities. Local 
elections are going to be 
held in Georgia and we are 
planning new, interesting 
pre-election projects. Those 
projects will give voters more 
information on political 
parties’ visions and positions; 
they will also help politicians 
better elaborate political and 
election programs. Fragmenta-
tion of the political opposition 
and the defeat of traditional, 
centrist parties in parliamen-
tary elections create potential 
difficulties in terms of demo-
cratic pluralism. We will try to 
support the preservation of 
a pluralistic political environ-
ment in Georgia and continue 
supporting the organizational 

development of political 
parties. 

We will continue our activities 
building positive relations 
based on trust between future 
politicians in the South Cau-
casus. We plan to found new 
Democracy Schools in Geor-
gia and Ukraine. Our office is 
currently operating in the four 
countries of the region; how-
ever, we plan to extend our 
activities into other countries 
of Eastern Europe. 

neither of the above-men-
tioned programs would 
be successful if not for our 
friends and partners: the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Netherlands and 
the Netherlands Embassy 
to Georgia and Armenia; 
the Embassy of the United 
Kingdom to Georgia; the 
OSCE High Commissioner on 
National Minorities and their 
office in Georgia; and the 
Government of Canada. We 
thank them for giving us the 
opportunity to develop our 
countries. I would like to also 
thank the lecturers, research-
ers and experts who regularly 
cooperate with us – many of 
the things we do would have 
been impossible without 
them. Our employees in Tbili-
si, Telavi, Gori, Kutaisi, Batumi 
and Kiev can justly be proud 
of the achievements that this 
publication describes.

deMoCraCy is 
indeed a heavy 
and diffiCult 
ProCess: free-
doM is in Con-
stant need of 
ProteCtion, be-
Cause otherwise 
we May quiCkly 
lose it.

forward   
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Levan Tsutskiridze

Executive Director of NIMD’s 
Eastern European Regional 
Office.

experience: 
Former Rector of the Geor-
gian Institute of Public Affairs; 
former Project Manager for 
the first phase of the Georgian 
civil registration system reform; 
former manager at OSCE Office 
in Georgia and Open Society 
Georgia Foundation.

education:  
Master’s Degree from Johns 
Hopkins University, Paul H. Nitze 
School of Advanced Internation-
al Studies (SAIS).

interests: 
Foreign and security policies, 
development of political institu-
tions and democracy.  

Salome Mukhuradze

Political Party Assistance  
Program Officer. 

experience: 
While working in various 
state, local and international 
non-governmental organiza-
tions, Salome was engaged in 
elaborating ways to implement 
a democratic model for civil 
society in Georgia; Lecturer of 
International Law at Georgian 
Technical University. 

education:  
Master’s Degree in Intercultural 
Conflict Management from 
the Alice Salomon University 
of Applied Sciences, Berlin. 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees 
in International Law (Tbilisi State 
University).

interests: 
Human rights, gender equality 
and public policy.

 

Mariam Chikhladze

Democracy Education Program 
Officer. 

experience: 
Mariam completed internships 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Georgia and the Committee of 
Foreign Relations of the Parliament 
of Georgia. She was involved in 
the activities of  “European Youth 
Parliament” at national and inter-
national levels and was the Head 
of Georgian National Committee of 
European Youth Parliament.  

education:  
Master’s Degree in International 
Policy and Diplomacy from the 
School of Law and Politics of GIPA. 
Bachelor’s Degree in International 
Relations from Tbilisi State University.

interests: 
Development theories, political 
institutions and international 
relations theories.

 

My main goal is to support 
establishment of demo-
cratic political parties in 
georgia.

i believe that we cannot 
build democracy without 
democrats. therefore, iden-
tifying them, strengthening 
them and connecting them 
with each other is the main 
goal of my activities.

tEam
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Kateryna Pesotska

Executive Assistant of Ukraine 
Program. 

experience: 
Marchenko-Danevich Law Firm; 
Fiscal Executive at Philip Morris 
International in Kiev. 

education:  
Kateryna holds Bachelor’s 
Degree in Law from Nation-
al University of Kiev-Mohyla 
Academy. Currently she is in the 
process of defending her Doctor 
of Philosophy thesis at the same 
University. 

interests: 
Constitutional law, politics, 
political party regulations.

 

Denis Degurko

Regional Program Officer. 

education:  
Bachelor’s Degree in History 
from Taras Shevchenko National 
University, Kiev. Master’s Degree 
in International Relations from 
Diplomatic Academy of Vienna 
and Vienna University.

interests: 
European integration, support-
ing democracy, conflict resolu-
tion and mediation.

 

Kirilo Tretyak

Ukraine Program Officer.

experience: 
Secretary of Verkhovna Rada 
(Ukrainian Parliament). Direc-
tor of International Relations 
Department at the Ukrainian 
Parliament. Main Secretary of 
Parliamentary Assembly.

education:  
History Faculty of Taras 
Shevchenko National University, 
Kiev.

interests: 
Foreign policy, Ukrainian poli-
tics, Ukraine and world culture, 
architecture.

 

My goal is to advance 
interparty dialogue in 
ukraine, and contribute to 
improvement of political 
and party systems in the 
country. i’d like to assist 
ukrainian politicians in 
introducing the practice of 
party democracy.

tEam
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Nikoloz Sharvashidze

Coordinator of Telavi Democracy 
School in Kakheti region.

experience: 
Telavi Division of National Sta-
tistics Office of Georgia. He used 
to work for the Youth Affairs 
Department of local self-gov-
ernment. Nikoloz Sharvashidze 
has experience of working in 
government and local self-gov-
ernment sectors; he participated 
in various international projects.

education:  
Master’s Degree in Diplomacy 
and History of International 
Relations from Telavi State 
University. Bachelor’s Degree in 
Humanitarian Sciences, Diplo-
macy and World History from 
Telavi State University. 

interests: 
Foreign and security policies, 
European integration, develop-
ment of democracy and local 
self-governance.

 

Shorena Joel

Financial Officer. 

experience: 
Finance and Administration 
Officer at the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization of the United 
Nations in Georgia. Country 
Coordinator for Georgia in IREX/
IATP, USAID-funded Media Inno-
vations Program.  

education:  
Degree in Business Adminis-
tration from Cyprus University. 
Master’s Degree in Oriental 
Studies from Tbilisi State Uni-
versity.

interests: 
Finances and Administration. 

 

Lado Chomakhidze

Administrative Officer. 

experience: 
Administration Manager for 
USAID-funded project “Good 
Governance for Georgia”. 
Administration and Logistics 
Manager for “Public Administra-
tion Reform” (PAR) project.

education:  
Tbilisi Medical State University.
Awarded “Certified Administra-
tive Manager” from Tbilisi ESM 
Free University and “Project 
Management Specialist” certif-
icate from Tbilisi Management 
Academy.

interests: 
Project management, develop-
ment of democracy.

 

tEam
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Zaza Chipashvili

Coordinator of Gori Democracy 
School in Shida Kartli region.

experience: 
Coordinator of various social 
and humanitarian projects at 
the local NGO - Charity Hu-
manitarian Centre “ABKHAZETI” 
(CHCA). He was previously 
employed in different public 
institutions. He held the posi-
tions of Head of Regional Office 
of Social Service Agency and 
Head of Gori Municipality Social 
Department.

education:  
Master’s degree in Local Gov-
ernance and Self-Government 
from GIPA. Master’s Degree 
in History and Philology from 
Tskhinvali State Pedagogical 
Institute.

interests: 
Civic education, public gover-
nance policy, conflict manage-
ment.

 

Ana Shalikiani

Coordinator of Democracy 
School in Imereti region.

experience: 
Senior Specialist at Kutaisi City 
Hall. She has also worked as a 
Project Mobilizer for the Geor-
gian Organization of the Scout 
Movement in the framework of 
the YCPB educational program, 
funded by British Petroleum 
(BP). Founder of Imereti Scouts, 
co-author of several civic educa-
tional projects.

education:  
Master’s Degree in Public Law.

interests: 
Local self-governance and civic 
education issues, social media 
and scouting.

Tamar Mameishvili

Coordinator of Batumi Democ-
racy School in Adjara region.

experience: 
Project Coordinator for the Insti-
tute of Democracy; Project Co-
ordinator and Media Monitor for 
the Institute for Public Opinion 
Polls and Marketing. She also 
has experience as an Editor of 
“Ajaranews.ge” and as a reporter 
for “Batumelebi” newspaper.

education:  
Master’s Degree in Journalism 
and Media Management from 
GIPA.

interests: 
News, media theories, public 
opinion polls and content-analy-
sis research.

tEam
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for the first tiMe
For NIMD, 2016 was a year of institutional consolidation, expansion of 
regional activities and the introduction of technological innovations in 
political communication.

NIMD started to expand 
its mission in Ukraine 
and launched projects 
in Kiev oriented toward 
democratization.

NIMD launched a series of 
discussions and trainings in 
Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan 
and Ukraine on anti-democratic 
propaganda and ways to decon-
struct it. 

The Forum of Young Politi-
cians of the South Caucasus 
and Ukraine was enlarged. 
60 delegates took part in the 
forum in 2016. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer and former 
Foreign Secretary of the United 
Kingdom Philip Hammond and 
former Minister of Defense of 
the Netherlands Eimert van 
Middelkoop took part as guests 
of honour. 

achiEvEmEnts sum uP
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in

Democracy schools diversi-
fied their teaching modules – 
economic development and 
international security issues 
have become part of the 
standard curricula.

Political parties in Georgia 
included their visions on the 
environment, women’s par-
ticipation in politics and road 
traffic in their programs as 
part of the partiebi.ge project.

Young representatives of 
national minorities had the 
opportunity of undergoing 
one month internships in 
the head offices of political 
parties.

Teaching the use of new 
technologies (including mo-
bile apps) and their popular-
ization became a priority.

New trainees, partners and 
trainers joined NIMD’s de-
mocracy education program. 

The partiebi.ge online plat-
form became an interactive 
website integrated with 
social media.

Training in programming 
language and “Democracy 
Hackathons” were orga-
nized for civil activists from 
four regions of Georgia.

2016
achiEvEmEnts sum uP
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Traditionally, NIMD assists political parties in developing and refining their electoral programs. 
In the run up to the parliamentary elections of 2016, with NIMD’s encouragement, political 
parties expressed their viewpoints on the issues that concern voters’ everyday lives but are 
seldom discussed by politicians, along with various other fundamental issues.

With a view to helping each party formulating concrete political viewpoints on such topics, 
NIMD elaborated a special questionnaire and asked all political parties registered for the 
parliamentary elections of 2016 to fill it in. Among other relevant issues, NIMD included the 
following topics in the questionnaire:

•	 Potential amendments to the Constitution of Georgia;
•	 Independence of the judiciary and increasing trust toward courts;
•	 Guarantees of the inviolability of private life;
•	 Decreasing unemployment, depreciation of the national currency;
•	 Protection and integration of minorities;
•	 Protection of children’s rights;
•	 Foreign policy and defense issues;
•	 Improvement of traffic safety;
•	 Creation of an ecologically healthy and safe environment.

By expressing their positions, political parties managed to refine their electoral programs 
on the one hand, and increase their accountability toward the voters on the other hand. The 
viewpoints of the Georgian political parties have been published at www.partiebi.ge. 

2016 ParliaMentary eleCtions 
and PolitiCal Parties’ eleCtoral 
PrograMs 

“we tried to helP the Parties forM sPeCifiC 
and ConCrete visions on issues like urban 
traffiC, Pollution, woMen’s PartiCiPation in 
PolitiCs etC.” 

levan tsutskiridze

suPPorting Political PartiEs 
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questionnaire for PolitiCal Parties PartiCiPating 
in ParliaMentary eleCtions of 2016 

Are you going to initiate important amendments to the 
Constitution of Georgia?

What policies will you implement with a view to strengthen-
ing the independence of courts?

What policies will you implement with a view to  
strengthening the inviolability of private life?

Please hypothetically divide the Budget of Georgia  
according to you policy priorities.

Are you going to implement special 
policies directed at improving traffic 
safety? What kind of election   

system should Georgia 
have?

Which countries/unions/alliances do you envision as the 
main strategic partners of Georgia?

What steps will you take in order to 
overcome unemployment?

Please describe your proposals directed 
at creating an ecologically healthier 
environment. What will be your 

policy to better 
ensure the invio-
lability of private 
life of citizens? 

suPPorting Political PartiEs 
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www.partiebi.ge 

Several new functions were added to the 
website in 2016. It now enables users to 
compare the viewpoints of three political 
organizations at the same time. In addition, 
users can easily see how the programs and 
priorities of political parties have changed 
over time because the website also offers 
the functionality to view electoral pro-
grams historically (since 2012).

Various factors influence the views of 
political parties and this website en-
ables users to see that evolution.

This platform is important because voters can get 
information on political parties’ activities, election 
campaigns and programs. At the same time, it also 
assists us, political parties. 

The project was funded by the 
Dutch Embassy to Georgia and 
had two main objectives: 1) to 
provide help and encouragement 
to political parties in formulating 
their concrete political proposals 
and 2) to inform voters about 
these proposals.

is an unique online platform, which has been 
publishing electoral programs of the main Georgian 
political parties in Armenian, Azerbaijani, English and 
Georgian languages since 2012.

levan tsutskiridze taMar kordzaia, rePubliCan Party

ElEctoral Programs
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Georgia’s political culture becomes more devel-
oped, responsible and accountable as a result of 
NIMD’s activities.

NIMD asked the political parties to give a short overview of 
their viewpoints in connection with 29 important issues. Par-
ties had the opportunity of providing their views on import-
ant political, economic and social topics. Every political party 
position was given equal space for providing their answers. 

www.partiebi.ge raises political parties’ accountability 
toward the public and accumulates valuable information for 
stakeholders. The online platform, which has been operating 
for the last 5 years, enables non-governmental organiza-
tions, the media and competing political parties to easily 
compare the promises made before the polls against the 
policies carried out after elections. 

As well as accumulat-
ing political parties’ 
viewpoints, the articles 
published by the website 
enable users to easily 
spread information via 
social media and to 
discuss political party 
positions made available 
by the platform.

In 2016, through coop-
eration with the Central 
Election Commission of 
Georgia and the Union of 
Blinds, NIMD uploaded 
audio versions of the 
electoral programs onto 
the website.

levan tsutskiridze taMar kordzaia, rePubliCan Party bakur kvashilava, dean of sChool 
of law and PolitiCs, giPa 

ElEctoral Programs
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national Minorities 
in PolitiCal life

In 2016, NIMD completed a project entitled “Strengthening 

the Participation of National Minorities in Georgia’s Politi-

cal Life.” The project was implemented with the support of 

the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities. The 

problem was clearly defined – the participation of national 

minorities in political life of Georgia needs serious im-

provement.

In order to advance this goal, NIMD organized the two-year 
project around three strategic directions:

Eight political parties 
started to think about 
and work on inte-
gration strategy with 
NIMD’s facilitation.

Together with a select 
group of experts, NIMD 
started cooperating with 
political parties and their 
leaders to incorporate 
issues relating to national 
minorities into the organi-
zational strategies of the 
political parties.

Dialogue sessions between 
political parties and repre-
sentatives of national minori-
ties were organized at the 
beginning and at the end of 
the project. In spring 2016, 
political parties presented 
their views on the integration 
of national minorities to the 
regional audiences. 

MultiParty 
CooPeration

bilateral 
PartnershiP

regional 
Meetings

minoritY rights
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national Minorities 
in PolitiCal life

youth internshiP PrograM

In parallel to cooperation with political parties, NIMD prepared 
a special program for young representatives of national mi-
norities who are interested in politics and political parties. In 
total, eight  interns from Samtskhe-Javakheti and Kvemo Kartli 
regions participated in a one-month internship program at the 
head offices of the political parties. NIMD organized orientation 
training for the interns; in addition, all of them attended the 
plenary session at the Parliament of Georgia in Kutaisi upon the 
completion of their internships. Finally, the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Germany (now the President of the Federal Republic of 
Germany) Frank-Walter Steinmeier awarded the certificates to 
the participants of the internship program. 

internshiPs at 
the head offiC-
es of PolitiCal 
Parties turned 
out to be an 
interesting idea 
for all Parties 
involved. the in-
terns Provided 
benefiCial and 
valuable infor-
Mation froM the 
regions to the 
leaders of the 
Parties. as for 
the intern, it 
was very Moti-
vational to be 
involved in the 
PolitiCal Pro-
Cesses.  

salome Mukhuradze 
Political Party 

Assistance Program 
Officer

•	Electoral	Systems	and	national	minorities;
•		The	political	participation	of	national	minority	women	in	

Georgia;
•		The	social	and	economic	standing	of	national	minorities	in	

Georgia;
•	Access	to	information	for	national	minorities.	

The papers are in Georgian, Armenian, Azerbaijani and English and 
have been available to the public since 2017. In addition, in cooper-
ation with the Georgian Public Broadcaster (GPB), NIMD created a 
series of TV discussions, which were aired by GPB’s second channel.

GPB hosted a total of four TV discussions in 2016, which involved 
representatives of political parties, national minorities and regional 
organizations as well as other relevant guests. The discussions were 
dedicated to issues concerning the integration of national minori-
ties in politics. All four TV programs were translated into Armenian 
and Azerbaijani, and the recordings of the TV programs were also 
broadcast by Akhaltsikhe and Marneuli regional TV channels. 

PoliCy PaPers and a series of PrograMs 
on georgian PubliC broadCaster

To further support the development of policies aimed at en-
hancing the participation of national minorities in politics, NIMD 
commissioned policy papers on:

minoritY rights
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NIMD’s strategic goal in Ukraine is supporting changes that encourage the democratization 
and development of political parties, the improvement of political system and the strengthen-
ing of democratic political culture. These efforts are directed at the following areas in Ukraine: 

•	 Supporting the development of political parties;

•	 Supporting the elaboration of political consolidation strategies;

•	 Strengthening the participation of women and minorities in Ukraine’s politics and political 
parties;

•	 Strengthening the potential of regional activists;

•	 Introducing of technological innovations in political life;

•	 Producing publications on democracy and political reforms.

niMd een in ukraine 

nimd in ukrainE  
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NIMD held important meetings in Kiev, Lviv and Odessa in 
2016. The delegation of the Eastern European Neighbor-
hood office carried out consultations both with politicians 
and political parties and with non-governmental organi-
zations and representatives of Ukrainian universities and 
think-tanks. Meetings and discussions aimed to analyze 
the possibility of expanding NIMD’s mission in Ukraine and 
at identifying the main problems that Ukrainian political 
parties are facing. 

NIMD’s office in Ukraine took on board all NIMD’s capabili-
ties and experience and launched a series of discussions in 
Ukraine on the issues of:

•	 Ukraine’s political system and reform priorities;

•	 Challenges to the development of political parties and 
internal party democracy;

•	 Financing of political parties;

•	 Gender equality in politics;

•	 Political education.

The fact that Forum of Young Politicians of the South Cauca-
sus and Ukraine took place for the fourth time in 2016 was 
also important in the context of supporting Ukraine’s de-
mocracy. This is a unique event which brings together young 
Georgian, Armenian, Azerbaijani and Ukrainian politicians. We 
had impressive delegations and guests of honor at the Forum, 
including Foreign Secretary of the UK at the time and current 
Chancellor of the Exchequer Philip Hammond. The event was 
conducted in cooperation with the Parliament of Georgia.

In 2016, NIMD took an active role in efforts to create a Code of 
Conduct for Verkhovna Rada (Ukrainian Parliament).

NIMD’s work in Ukraine in 2016 resulted in another major 
decision: the establishment of NIMD Democracy Schools in 
Lviv and Odessa in 2017. The focus of the curricula of these 
schools will be the development of anti-corruption capacities 
of Ukraine’s civil and political society. 

ukraine is one of 
the biggest state 
in euroPe, whiCh 
is Currently in 
the ProCess of 
building state 
and PubliC 
PolitiCal in-
stitutions. the 
suCCess of de-
MoCraCy in this 
Country will 
have a historiC 
iMPortanCe for 
eastern euroPe 
and Probably 
the whole Con-
tinent. develoP-
Ments in ukraine 
will also have a 
Major iMPaCt on 
regional seCu-
rity. therefore, 
niMd believes it 
is iMPortant to 
Contribute to 
strengthening 
ukrainian Polit-
iCal Parties and 
Civil soCiety.

levan tsutskiridze 

nimd in ukrainE  
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In 2016, NIMD organized the fourth Forum of Young 

Politicians of the South Caucasus and Ukraine, which 

featured impressive delegations and guests of honor.

Roughly 60 participants arrived in Tbilisi to take part in a two-
day event, including young politicians representing various 
political parties from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Ukraine 
and the Netherlands.

The former Foreign Secretary of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland and current Chancellor of the 
Exchequer Philip Hammond was among the guests of honor. 
Former member of the Dutch Senate and now Minister of 
Defense of the Netherlands Eimert van Middelkoop also took 
part in the Forum.

The Forum of Young Politicians of the South Caucasus and 
Ukraine, which was held with the support and participa-
tion of Parliament of Georgia, was opened by the Speaker 
of the Parliament of Georgia (2012-2016) David Usupash-
vili.

foruM of young PolitiCians 

of the south CauCasus and ukraine

this institution 
gave Me very 
valuable exPe-
rienCe on how 
a MultiParty 
systeM should 
funCtion and 
how various 
soCial and Po-
litiCal grouPs 
should oPer-
ate in the best 
interests of the 
Country.  

david usupashvili 
Former Speaker of 

Parliament of Georgia

foruM of young PolitiCians of the 
south CauCasus and ukraine

forum of Young Politicians 
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foruM of young PolitiCians 

of the south CauCasus and ukraine

Among other topics, the young politicians from Georgia, 
Azerbaijan, Armenia, Ukraine and the Netherlands discussed:

•	 Election systems and constitutional amendments;
•	 Conducting election campaigns;
•	 The media’s role in democratic processes;
•	 Women’s participation in decision-making;
•	 Strengthening local self-governance.

These and other topics were discussed by young politicians from 
Georgia, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Ukraine and the Netherlands.

you rePresent 
the generation 
that was raised 
in the shadow 
of ConfliCts 
and has a liM-
ited MeMory on 
what it Means 
to have PeaCe-
ful relations 
with neighbors. 
the ereCtion of 
new fenCes and 
barriers sets 
the region baCk. 
oPPortunities 
for CoexistenCe 
should inCrease 
for PeoPle 
living in this 
diverse region, 
not viCe versa.

Philip hammond 
UK Chancellor of the 

Exchequer

Eimert van Middelkoop Tamar Beruchashvili, Levan Tsutskiridze, Philip Hammond

forum of Young Politicians 
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The unique format of the Forum makes it possible to gather 
together young politicians representing various political 
parties from all over the South Caucasus and Ukraine. This is a 
critical platform for political debates among the future mem-
bers of the region’s political elite. In 2016, the Forum held a 
special importance within the context of conflict in Ukraine 
and the expansion of NIMD’s mission there. 

The Forum of Young Politicians of the South Caucasus and 
Ukraine is supported by UK and Dutch Embassies in Georgia. 

this foruM is 
no longer “our” 
ProjeCt, this is a 
ProjeCt belong-
ing to young 
PolitiCians froM 
the south CauCa-
sus and ukraine. 
we learnt how 
to work togeth-
er and how to 
Make deMoCraCy 
better. this foruM 
has grown sig-
nifiCantly CoM-
Pared to Previous 
years. the quality 
of debates also 
iMProved. i see 
how relations 
are being forMed 
aMong young Pol-
itiCians froM vari-
ous Countries.

levan tsutskiridze 

forum of Young Politicians 
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CoMMuniqué of the foruM 
of young PolitiCians 
of the south CauCasus and ukraine

June 29-30 2013

Excerpt  

We, representatives of various political parties from Armenia, Azerbai-
jan and Georgia, jointly decided to make the following statement:

•	 We welcome the creation of a platform for interaction and debates 
among the representatives of various political parties from the 
region;

•	 We welcome the participation of both ruling and (non-parliamen-
tary) opposition parties in this Forum as a significant step forward 
in terms of deepening the democratization process in our region;

•	 We express full readiness to continue joint work within this Forum 
in order to discuss the important aspects concerning our coun-
tries and the region as a whole. At the same time, we welcome the 
opportunity of conducting frank debates and discussions in the 
atmosphere of mutual respect and goodwill;

•	 We congratulate each other on discussing foreign affairs, policy 
and security issues in a positive and prudent manner based on 
mutual respect;

•	 We complete this Forum with the belief that a democratic founda-
tion is the only viable and long-term basis for conducting political 
activities in our countries and the region and we also express our 
readiness to introduce more stable and comprehensive democrat-
ic processes in our countries and political organizations.

forum of Young Politicians 
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80 individuals enrolled at the NIMD Democracy Schools in 
2016 in four cities of Georgia: Batumi, Kutaisi, Gori and Telavi.

The NIMD Democracy School is an intensive, non-formal 
educational program for representatives of self-govern-
ment bodies, civil society organizations, the media, polit-
ical parties and academia, as well as students  and active 
citizens interested in contemporary issues of democratic 
politics.

NIMD capitalizes on its extensive experience in Democracy 
Education worldwide, along with local expertise, to provide a 
sound education platform for active citizens. 

The mission of the Democracy Schools is to support the 
emergence of growing pool of active, informed, professional-
ly well-connected and adequately resourced citizens who will 
be able to make a meaningful impact towards consolidating 
democracy in their respective region. 

deMoCraCy 
sChools
in georgia

“this is a PlaCe 
where tolerant 
PeoPle start to 
CooPerate and 
Make friends 
too. after grad-
uating froM this 
sChool i, as a 
rePresentative 
of an ethniC 
and religious 
Minority, i have 
a More hoPeful 
outlook on the 
integration of 
Minorities. and, i 
believe integra-
tion starts at 
niMd.”

ali badirov
Head of Azerbaijani 

Lawyers’ Association, 
Gori Democracy School

BEcomE thE “nimd-ian”
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deMoCraCy 
sChools
in georgia

The participants in the program deepen their understand-
ing of the key concepts of democracy, expand their analyt-
ical capacity and gain relevant skills for putting their own 
ideas into practice.

The Democracy School curricula include four main mod-
ules:

1. Professional skills: The main principles of democracy, 
professional communication, professional writing, public 
speaking, debate, internet skills;

2. democratic society: citizenship, civil society, nation, 
nationalism and minorities, rule of law, political and 
social rights, religion and democracy, media, gender 
democracy;

3. democratic governance: constitutionalism, politi-
cal ideologies, political parties, electoral systems, local 
self-governance, development, the international context of 
democratization;

4. Participation and leadership: mechanisms of demo-
cratic participation, leadership, voters’ rights and responsi-
bilities, advocacy, civil engagement, budgeting, manage-
ment of project circles, monitoring, political change.

New subjects were added to the Democracy Schools’ five-
month program in 2016:

•	 National minorities and challenges to their integration 
in Georgia;

•	 Social rights and vulnerable groups of society in 
Georgia;

•	 Introduction to Development - case studies;

•	 Georgia’s policy on territorial integrity.

Correspondingly, new lecturers were invited to teach at the 
Democracy Schools.

the deMoCraCy 
sChool is an area 
whiCh helPed Me to 
give direCtion to 
knowledge i had 
aCCuMulated for 
a nuMber of years. 
it is where i learnt 
how i should Move 
toward My goals.

elene Makhatelashvili
Journalist, Telavi Democracy 

School

i graduated froM the 
university a long 
tiMe ago. after that, i 
rarely had a ChanCe 
to hear diverse 
and ConteMPorary 
viewPoints. i found 
exaCtly that at 
deMoCraCy sChool. 
i also revised My 
values and oPinions 
while studying here. 
knowledge i gained 
at the sChool helPed 
Me Many tiMes in My 
Profession - while 
delivering lessons 
and interaCting with 
My PuPils.

sopo khvadagiani
Teacher, 

Kutaisi Democracy School

BEcomE thE “nimd-ian”
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In addition to being training centers the Democracy 
Schools serve as unique hubs for discussion and en-
gagement of their respective regions, where schools’ 
graduates can take part in competitions for small 
grants, joint conferences and other important events 
organized by NIMD.

NIMD further invests in building a vibrant network of 
Democracy Schools alumni, an emerging NIMD-support-
ed grassroots organization in which School’s graduates 
implement raise awareness and implement advocacy cam-
paigns to promote democratic ideas, contribute to demo-
cratic activism and positively shape the public agenda in 
their cities and regions.  

By 2016, the NIMD Democracy Schools program had been 
in existence for five years. Its pilot project was implement-
ed in Telavi back in 2011. Soon after, Democracy Schools 
were launched in Kutaisi, Gori and Batumi. Democracy 
Schools, as one of the most successful NIMD programs, are 
being introduced to Ukraine.

NIMD Democracy Schools will announce a new 
call for participants in July 2017. Interested indi-
viduals can find more information and news on 
the Democracy School Facebook page – NIMD 
Democracy School.

as a result of 
studying at an niMd 
deMoCraCy sChool, 
i now have the skills 
and resourCes to 
CheCk inforMation 
on various toPiCs. 
also, i Pay More at-
tention to the devel-
oPMents in My City: 
deCreasing green 
sPaCes, MisManaged 
ConstruCtions and 
other issues, that did 
not attraCt MuCh of 
My attention before. 
after eaCh leCture i 
felt that i knew MuCh 
More than before 
and every tiMe i had 
the desire to use 
this knowledge and 
skills in Civil aCtiv-
isM.

beka esadze
Tour operator, 

Batumi Democracy School

BEcomE thE “nimd-ian”
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In 2016, NIMD organized a training on coding and a 
subsequent Democracy Hackathon for the alumni of De-
mocracy Schools in Kutaisi. Over the course of one week, 
20 participants (journalists, representatives of non-gov-
ernmental organizations, political parties and self-gov-
ernment bodies) acquired basic coding skills and learned 
how to use different new technologies in their work. 

An intensive week-long training dedicated to teaching 
the ABCs of programming and coding for Android, and 
promoting logical and innovative thinking, culminated 
in 48 hour long Democracy Hackathon. The participants 
split into groups and found a technological solution to 
the problem of their choice, creating prototype versions 
of mobile apps that could be used in addressing these 
problems.

The Democracy Hackathon, connects with NIMD’s aims 
of:

 

PolitiCal innovation 
and niMd’s deMoCraCy haCkathon 

we believed that 
niMd graduates 
Could theM-
selves Create a 
Mobile aPP that 
they would 
need in their ev-
eryday work.  

Mariam Chikhladze 
Democray Education 

Program Officer

learning out-
CoMes exCeeded 
our exPeCta-
tions. we’re 
dealing with liM-
itless oPPortu-
nities. it beCaMe 
evident that 
we Can realize 
a lot of things 
that earlier we 
would Consider 
as an iMPossible 
dreaM.  

dato ghonghadze 
Telavi Democracy School

Increasing 
accountability and 

transparency in 
politics

Mobilizing public 
opinion in support 

of democracy 
agenda

Enabling active 
involvement of indi-
viduals in important 

societal processes

In 2016, NIMD started to invest in this area, 
which is the very important for political innova-
tion and therefore the strengthening of demo-
cratic processes. 

innovations in ParticiPatorY Politics 



30

In the run up to the parliamentary elections, NIMD 
invited the leaders of all political parties to meetings 
with Democracy School alumni. The goal was to facilitate 
issue-based, thematic discussions between the active 
representatives of civil society from Telavi, Gori, Kutaisi 
and Batumi and the main political actors standing for 
election. 

The political party leaders informed the audience about 
their parties’ visions and electoral programs on issues 
related to economic growth, unemployment/poverty, the 
depreciation of the national currency, foreign policy, mi-
nority rights, education and gender equality. Discussions 
also touched upon the challenges that political organiza-
tions face when formulating their policies or developing 
party organizations. 

Four political parties took part in the series of meetings: 
the United National Movement, the Free Democrats 
Party of Georgia, the Republican Party of Georgia and the 
New Political Center - Girchi. Their audiences in all four 

PolitiCal Parties’ visits 
to deMoCraCy sChools

it’s iMPortant 
that we had an 
oPPortunity 
of listening to 
PolitiCal Par-
ties that have 
different view-
Points and ide-
ologies. we’ll 
be able to Make 
a better ChoiCe 
that way.  

Maia Purtskhvanidze 
Telavi

dialoguE with Political PartiEs 
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PolitiCal Parties’ visits 
to deMoCraCy sChools

cities included representatives of local authorities, the 
non-governmental sector, academic circles, media and 
business. 

According to the Democracy School alumni, the main 
advantage of the meetings was the chance to have a con-
versation with party leaders and the interactive format 
of communication which encouraged frank and open 
conversations.

It was also interesting for the alumni involved in the dis-
cussions to see the role of political parties in the general 
political context, where a decline in trust toward political 
parties and disillusionment with politicians are increas-
ing.

The opportunity of seeing public problems from various 
perspectives was interesting for the political parties as 
well.

NIMD organized these meetings prior to the parliamen-
tary elections with a view to supporting cooperation and 
dialogue between politicians and politically active citi-
zens. Dialogue between political parties and civil society 
is important for strengthening the democratic political 
culture. 

the audienCe 
inCluded rePre-
sentatives and 
suPPorters of 
various PolitiCal 
forCes, there-
fore, i had the 
oPPortunity of 
hearing the ques-
tions regarding 
our PrograM and 
also CritiCisM 
froM individuals 
who have dif-
ferent oPinions, 
whiCh is always 
benefiCial.  

zurab japaridze 
Leader of New Political 

Center - Girchi

dialoguE with Political PartiEs 
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NIMD’s fourth Democracy Boot Camp took place in the 
Kakheti region in 2016 and brought together 50 activists 
from Democracy Schools to discuss the broad topic of 
“identity”.

Since the restoration of Georgia’s independence, people in 
the country have been debating what Georgia is in terms 
of its political and cultural identity. Debates on modern 
identity are taking place at multiple levels and they touch 
upon numerous different issues. These issues are reflect-
ed in discussions on the country’s foreign-political tasks,  
the rights and roles of minorities, equality and freedom, 
and the interrelation between globalization and cultural 
identity. 

identity 
deMoCraCy boot CaMP 2016
who are we? why are we here? where are we going?

 you May have 
been studying 
your whole life, 
but here you 
realize that 
you Can hear 
soMething that 
will CoMPletely 
Change your en-
tire outlook.  

nino berianidze 
Camp participant

dEmocracY Boot camP 2016
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identity 
deMoCraCy boot CaMP 2016
who are we? why are we here? where are we going?

 

This is an important debate and to NIMD it is important that 
the discussions amongst the alumni of Democracy Schools 
are based on knowledge and rational understanding of 
history, politics, cultural heritage and international situation. 
In addition, it is important that the alumni understand the 
country’s historic and cultural evolution and its position 
in light of new political and international realities, i.e. they 
should see Georgia in a modern and global context. Under-
standing what contemporary Georgia represents and the 
ethnic, political and cultural underpinnings of its identity is 
important not only for steering the country’s general politi-
cal direction, but also in order to better realize our (Georgian 
citizens’) political and cultural identity.

Whether ultimately the Georgian public will self-identify 
with its democratic traditions or risk its democratic achieve-
ments being undermined by its not so distant totalitarian 
and authoritarian experience (also representing an import-
ant, if unfortunate and tragic, part of the country’s history) 
will have a major impact on the future trajectory of the state. 

A deep understanding of the essence of the social, cultural 
and political changes, which we are encountering on the 

the leCture on 
the georgian 
language as Part 
of identity was 
iMPortant and 
interesting. i sPeak 
another language 
and belong to a 
different Culture 
and i Managed to 
draw Parallels 
with My vainakh-
ish language. i 
have CoMe to the 
ConClusion that 
the georgian lan-
guage is a treasure 
of our Country.  

shengeli tokhosashvili
Camp participant 

dEmocracY Boot camP 2016
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way to building a modern democratic state, is only possible 
through rational and in-depth reflection. This can be achieved 
through the deconstruction and realization of perceptions, 
associations and archetypes that are connected with individ-
ual and collective identities. Most importantly, these changes 
should be analyzed from the perspective of both the public’s 
dominant groups and minorities or marginalized groups. 

During the  five-day Boot Camp, NIMD Democracy School 
graduates and invited lecturers focused on the following 
fundamental issues:

•	 What represents modern Georgian identity?
•	 Who is a modern Georgian and what drives him/her?
•	 What is modern Georgian identity like?
•	 Is it possible to create a “new” identity?
•	 Is a new national narrative being formed (or is it possible 

to form it) and, if so, what should it be like?
•	 What role should the Democracy School graduates play 

in this important process and how can they best go about 
this?

aka MorChi-
ladze let us take 
a Peek at a 19th 

Century town 
and there we 
saw that towns 
are about Move-
Ment, exChange, 
relations. a 
sPaCe is not stat-
iC, it’s in a Con-
stant ProCess of 
forMation, and 
the forMation 
of the Modern 
town is uP to us.  

kristine Maghlakelidze 
Camp participant

dEmocracY Boot camP 2016
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Work sessions, debates, lectures, policy simulation, literary 
marathon and other diverse, interactive components enabled 
the participants to reflect on these important issues, acquire 
new knowledge, and enhance and broaden their networks. 

it was a very iM-
Portant day in My 
life; i found what 
i’ve been looking 
for all My life in 
this CaMP. i saw 
who i aM, who we 
are, where we’re 
going and what 
we want.

liza kazishvili 
Camp participant

For information on NIMD’s Democracy Boot Camp lecturers 
and the topics discussed, as well as video clips, addresses and 
inspirational discussions, see: 

democracybootcamp.ge – “Identity” – Democracy Winter 
Camp 2016

2015.democracybootcamp.ge – “Cities” – Democracy Sum-
mer Camp 2015

nimd.ge

dEmocracY Boot camP 2016
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24 year old journalist and 
civil activist Gvantsa Dolu-
ashvili was the winner of 
Democracy Leader award 
in 2016. The award, initiat-
ed by NIMD 3 years ago, is 
given to those Democracy 
School alumni who show 
courage, fortitude and 
leadership in strengthening 
and popularizing demo-
cratic values, human rights 
and equality. The 2016 
award winner is a blogger, 
NIMD Democracy School 
graduate and the Director 
of Gori-based community 
radio station “Mosaic”.

Gvantsa Doluashvili actively 
works in various media out-
lets. For two years now, she 
has been a director of Gori-
based community radio. 
Radio station Mosaic was 
founded in 2015 and em-
ploys mainly NIMD Gori De-
mocracy School graduates. 
Initially, Gvantsa joined the 
radio station as a reporter, 
but later she demonstrated 
leadership skills, and high 
levels of motivation and re-
sponsibility. So she became 
the station’s first director. 
The radio station plans to 
expand its FM broadcasting 
in the region in 2017.

winner of the deMoCraCy 
leader award for 2016

dEmocracY lEadEr
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winner of the deMoCraCy 
leader award for 2016

the one thing i know 
for sure is that the only 
thing i aM sure of is that 
all My aCtivities, whiCh 
May take different 
forMs at different tiMes, 
are built on loving 
PeoPle… to be awarded 
the status of deMoC-
raCy leader Means to 
aCknowledge and to be 
ashaMed of the things 
that you have not aC-
CoMPlished yet. those 
who know Me will agree 
that there are Many 
things that Matter to 
Me, that trouble Me and 
that i aM worried about. 
however, i have an un-
usual feeling now – i aM 
thinking about PeoPle 
who were in need and 
i did not stand uP for 
theM, PeoPle who were 
oPPressed and My voiCe 
for their suPPort was 
not suffiCiently loud 
and strong. not Men-
tioning other things i aM 
grateful for, i exPress 
My utMost gratitude to 
niMd just for helPing Me 
to exPerienCe this feel-
ing so substantially.  

gvantsa doluashvili 
Winner of the Democracy 

Leader award, journalist and 
civil activist

Gvantsa is a vocal advocate of liberal values, equal op-
portunities, women empowerment and minority rights 
in her town and region. The public in Gori remember 
very well her critical public addresses, in front of both 
the town’s self-government officials and the public at 
large. She also delivered memorable speeches during 
the Europe Day event. She regularly takes part in TV talk 
shows and uses such opportunities to further spread her 
message in support of human rights, equal opportuni-
ties and democracy.  

On October 2 2015, the Gori Municipality’s Elected Council 
(Sakrebulo) was examining the issue of reinstating the 
statue of Stalin on the main square of the city. Gvantsa, 
together with her friends, was present at the meeting. The 
individuals lobbying for the re-installment of the statue 
even became aggressive towards her because they were 
annoyed by how firmly, boldly and courageously she 
defended her position by saying: “Yes, this town used to be 
a symbol of Stalin, but we haven’t stopped development, 
we’re moving forward and we have turned Gori into a town 
of people with democratic values, where dictators are no 
longer honored with statues.” 

Each bold democratic voice and example of activism 
that opposes anti-democratic forces is especially import-
ant at this decisive juncture of Georgia’s development 
when the public must choose the vector for its future. 

The Democracy Leader Award represents NIMD’s support 
and recognition of local democracy activists whose work 
in their communities, cities or at a national level is conse-
quential, though it may go unnoticed. By nominating each 
year’s Democracy Leader from among Democracy School 
graduates, NIMD encourages them to be more active, use 
the knowledge and skills they gain through the Democracy 
School educational program and, therefore, contribute to 
strengthening principles of democracy in Georgia.

By awarding the Democracy Leader prize each year, 
NIMD will continue to encourage Georgia’s men and 
women to do more to protect their rights and freedoms, 
and those of others.

 

dEmocracY lEadEr
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Nine NIMD alumni participated in 2016 parliamentary elec-
tions as majoritarian candidates nominated by various polit-
ical parties. These were the fourth elections held in Georgia 
since 2011, when the first Democracy School was launched 
in Telavi. For some NIMD alumni, this was the first time they 
participated in elections, while others had stood in the past. 

Meet the Democracy School alumni majoritarian candidates 
in 2016 parliamentary elections: 

•	  vano galakhvaridze, otar kvirikashvili, shakro ter-
terashvili and levan kinkladze from Telavi Democracy 
School;

•	  ana baliashvili – from Gori;

•	  lela sebua – from Kutaisi Democracy School;

•	  armaz bakhtadze, Malkhaz nakashidze and nino 
tavlalashvili – from Batumi.

niMd aluMni aChieveMents 
in 2016

“i’ll fight for 
More integration 
of national Mi-
norities, and for 
filling the gaPs 
that we have in 
state institutions 
and at legislative 
level. otherwise, 
we’ll never have 
a genuine deMo-
CratiC state.

otar kvirikashvili 
Telavi Majoritarian 

Candidate

nimd alumni in Politics
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niMd aluMni aChieveMents 
in 2016

NIMD Democracy Schools bring together citizens who are in-
volved or interested in politics in four Georgian towns: Telavi, 
Gori, Kutaisi and Batumi.

The Democracy Schools curriculum aims to help participants 
develop the necessary skills to exert a positive political influ-
ence on the democracy agenda and exercise positive leader-
ship in their communities. 

During the Democracy School alumni meeting, the candi-
dates shared some their motives for entering politics and 
their future plans to involve minorities in public life, increase 
women’s participation in politics, ensure citizens’ partici-
pation in the decision-making process and implement real 
self-governance by establishing the practice of resolving 
local issues locally.

Regardless of their party affiliations, NIMD alumni note that 
their decision to get involved in party politics, assume new 
responsibilities and come up with new initiatives was mainly 
associated with the period they spent in the Democracy 
Schools and the skills, experience and contacts they acquired 
there.

NIMD, in its work to strengthen multiparty democracy and 
democratic political culture, believes that the decision made 
by the alumni to enter politics was an important one.

i had two Main reasons for Moving to 
PolitiCs froM the ngo seCtor – the exPe-
rienCe whiCh i have aCCuMulated and the 
question of why i wasn’t trying to CoMe 
into Power Myself. it’s Probably tiMe for 
Me to take Part in Making a differenCe, to 
take the initiative Myself.

nino tavlalashvili 
Batumi majoritarian candidate, former member of Georgian 

Young Lawyer’s Association

we believe that 
the MeMbers 
of niMd aluMni 
network are the 
forCe without 
whiCh Politi-
Cal Parties and 
therefore, the 
whole PolitiCal 
systeM Cannot 
beCoMe More deM-
oCratiC.

Mariam Chikhladze 
Head of NIMD’s 

Democracy Education 
Program Officer

nimd alumni in Politics
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niMd’s seleCt 
library

Two traditions still coexist in modern Geor-
gia: on the one hand, there’s a democratic, 
European political tradition and on the oth-
er hand, there’s a totalitarian, post-commu-
nist tradition. The scale has not been fully 
tipped in favor of liberty and democratic 
culture. The history of fighting for democra-

13 Myths about stalin, 2016
2016 Edition

authors: 
Bondo Kupatadze, Levan Tsutskiridze
 

cy and freedom in Georgia has not come to 
an end yet.

Totalitarian regimes and persons are 
constantly encased in myths and legends, 
some of which are formed during the exis-
tence of the regimes and serve to strength-
en the system, while others are formed 
later, in a different social environment, as 
a result of public attitude or deliberately 
by the state or social institutions or at their 
commission. 

This publication is being made available 
while the battle between Georgia’s two 
traditions is still raging. “13 Myths about 
Stalin” is based on archives and objective 
historical data. The goal is to refute the 
myths about Stalin, which were created 
by the totalitarian state and which are still 
widespread in Georgia. Stalinist propagan-
da, the glorification of his ideas and deeds, 
hinders the democratic consolidation of 
Georgia, strengthens anti-democratic polit-
ical movements and offends the memory of 
hundreds of thousands of Georgians who 
were victims of Stalin’s dictatorship.

With this publication, NIMD supports civil 
activists and Democracy School alumni in 
their efforts to counter totalitarian tradi-
tions and anti-democratic propaganda in 
Georgia.

View 13 Myths about Stalin at: 13mythsab-
outstalin.ge

niMd aluMni aChieveMents 
in 2016
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“The Essential Readings” 
is a series of translations 
into Georgian of influential 
political articles. The majority 
of essays collected in the first 
book were published in an 
authoritative Foreign Affairs 
magazine over a period of 
time and they still define 
debates on international 
politics, development and 
democratization.

The majority of the articles 
featured in the publication 
have not been previously 
translated into Georgian. 
Initially, the book was 
conceived as a voluntary 

initiative to translate several 
interesting articles for NIMD 
Democracy School partic-
ipants. Later, it grew into a 
more ambitious project to 
publish the books annually. 

NIMD’s objective while 
working on the first edi-
tion of “Essential Readings” 
was to select the material 
that would be relevant for 
deepening understanding of 
the processes taking place 
on the continent and the 
region, better explaining the 
current crisis in Europe and 
finding new directions and 
ways forward. The ideas and 
opinions expressed in these 
essays are valuable and rele-
vant today, and will help the 
reader understand ongoing 
events in our neighborhood, 
the European continent and 
democracies around the 
world.

NIMD is currently preparing 
the second book in this se-
ries, which will be presented 
to the public in the summer 
of 2017.

This is a short, concise publica-
tion. The Roadmap features the 
history of EU-Georgia relations 
and descriptions of the func-
tions of the main institutions of 
the EU, and guides the reader 
in understanding different 
aspects of the Association 
Agreement and the Deep and 
Comprehensive Free Trade 
Agreement between the 
European Union and Georgia. 
In addition, the book provides 
fact-based responses to some 
of the myths and false narra-
tives on the EU and democracy 
that are widespread in Georgia.

Electronic versions of a num-
ber of NIMD publications can 
be accessed at www.nimd.ge  

niMd’s seleCt 
library A collection of essays by Samuel Huntington, Fareed Zakaria, Kim 

Dae-Jung, Isaiah Berlin, George Kennan and Francis Fukuyama.

translated by: 
Levan Tsutskiridze, Irakli Kobalia, Ketevan Kiknavelidze.

authors: 
Mikheil Mirziashvili, 
Ivane Chkhikvadze

“PolitiCs and deMoCraCy – 
essential readings” book 1, 2015

euroPean union 
and georgia - the 
roadMaP.  2014
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Partners in building democracy:

•	 Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to Georgia and Armenia;
•	 Embassy of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to Georgia;
•	 OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities;
•	 European Partnership for Democracy;
•	 Canada Fund for Local Initiatives;
•	 OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights;
•	 Parliament of Georgia;
•	 The Laboratory of Legislative Initiatives (Ukraine);
•	 Ilko Kucheriv Democratic Initiatives Foundation (Ukraine).

niMd’s Partners in deMoCraCy

NIMD’s Eastern European Neighborhood Office actively cooperates with 

various organizations that act as NIMD’s partners and sponsors in imple-

menting its programs. NIMD’s main donor is the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

of the Kingdom of the Netherlands.

PartnErs
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voter information websites:
Partiebi.ge 

Presidenti.ge 

information on niMd democracy schools: 
Facebook page: NIMD Democracy School

Online submissions: school.nimd.ge 

electronic library of publications:
www.nimd.ge

13mythsaboutstalin.ge

niMd democracy Camp video lectures, discussions and addresses:  
democracybootcamp.ge – ”Identity“ – Democracy Winter Camp 2016  

2015.democracybootcamp.ge – ”Cities” – Democracy Summer Camp 2015 

niMd on youtube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCh1G8zVQ1JefUVhvb2L1xDw

niMd on instagram
 https://www.instagram.com/nimd_sc/

niMd on twitter
https://twitter.com/NIMD_EEN 

niMd online
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